While the work of comparative theology is forward-looking and properly engaged in contemporary issues, it is also fittingly mindful of the history of the discipline. This panel takes the occasion of the 1000th birth anniversary of Rāmānuja (1017-1137), the great south Indian Srivaisnava Hindu theologian, to ponder how he has been drawn into Christian comparative theological study since at least the late 19th century. Rāmānuja has consistently attracted Christian theological attention for a variety of reasons: his strongly (mono)theistic reading of Vedanta; his rich understanding of God's nature and qualities; his posing of a powerful alternative to nondualist Vedanta; his famed body-soul analogy; his rich theology of grace, toward a theology of surrender as "faith alone." This panel explores his heritage in five different ways, in order to the notice the advantages and limitations of a focus on this one Hindu theologian.
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